the Catalan and the Basque, reacting against the repression of their cultural identity and political autonomy during Franco, were asserting strong historical claims of self-government. Finally, the Catholic Church was trying to have its say too, on issues such as divorce, abortion and the state funding of religious schools.
The Spanish process of transition has been signalled for its positive singularity and its peacefulness. The monarchy, whose historical legitimacy had been interrupted, was restored by Franco as a solution to the problem of his succession. However, instead of perpetuating Franco's regime, King Juan Carlos of Borbón led the country through a peaceful transition to democracy (Powell, 1991) . With the coming into force of the constitution, there was a shift in the basis of legitimacy of the monarchy-from a title of succession to General Franco to the popular will expressed through the constitution. From a strictly constitutional point of view, the process was remarkable indeed: there was no constituent moment in purity, there was no full rupture, no revolution. Instead, there was a transformation process which formally proceeded under the legal instruments and apparatus of the old regime.
For the general population it was clear that the 1978 Constitution represented the best attempt to let the old wounds behind (for some, the wounds of the Civil War, for others, those of the dictatorship as well) and look forward to the consolidation of Spain as a democratic country within a broader European framework. Indeed, since its coming into force, in December 1978, the constitution has been accepted as a constitution of consensus. It has served centrist, left-wing and right-wing governments peacefully. Only once, in February of 1981, was there a short-lived intent of military coup, which was hindered by King Juan Carlos. In all this time, the constitution has only experienced one small reform, to allow EU citizens to be elected in municipal elections so as to comply with the Treaty of Maastricht. The only serious challenge to its legitimacy comes from those sectors within Basque nationalism, which claim a right of full self-determination, a claim that cannot be accommodated within the current constitutional framework.
Spain's current constitutional reality is not unlike that of many of its western homologues. It is a social democratic state under the rule of law (Estado social y democrático de derecho); the powers of the monarchy are now largely symbolic. The real powers are divided between the three traditional branches and shared, according to jurisdictional divides, between central authorities and the Autonomous Regions which have granted themselves statutes of autonomy (estatutos de autonomía) spelling
